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Services 

       
Sunday, January 4    

Epiphany Of Our Lord 
10:45am 

 
Sunday, January 11 

Baptism of Our Lord 
10:45am 

 
Sunday, January 18 

Second Sunday after Epiphany 
10:45am 

 
Sunday, January 25 

Third Sunday after Epiphany 
10:45 am 
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Reflections from Pastor Barry 

The Happiest of New Year’s to you all! 
 
January not only ushers in 2026 but also the  
Season of Epiphany. Epiphany is a Greek word  
that means revelation. Throughout this season,  
we hear how Jesus is revealed as the Son of God. Jesus is revealed 
to his family and friends, his disciples, to his fellow Jews, to the 
dreaded Samaritans, and to the whole world.  
 
Epiphany begins with the revelation of Jesus to the whole world in 
the persons of the Magi. The Kings who come to visit the Holy 
Family bear that news to their foreign lands. Their visit is recorded 
only in the Gospel of Matthew and the story is rather brief. These 
wise men (and women?) see a star in the east and choose to follow 
it as a sign that something incredible is about to happen. There is 
the encounter with Herod as one would expect foreign dignitaries 
to meet with the resident king. There are secret meetings with the 
experts as to the prophecies and when the star appeared. The Magi 
realize that Herod is less than genuine when hearing the news they 
bring. The Magi pursue the star, find the child- sometime after his 
birth the text tells us gifts are offered and they offer homage. There 
is a dream that confirms what must be their suspicions about Herod 
and they depart by another road. 
 
Matthew’s narrative around the birth of Jesus is altogether rather 
brief. The story of the Magi stands alone, apart from the birth itself. 
Traditionally this reading occurs 12 days after Christmas. We cele-
brate this Feast on the Sunday closest to January 6th. (Please be sure 
to bring a king from your creche to process to our altar at our cele-
bration of the Epiphany on Sunday morning, 10:45 am, January 
4th.) Many cultures celebrate Three Kings Day as the day to ex-
change gifts and for some the day is more important than Christmas 
Day. 
 
Balthazar, Caspar and Melchior are the names given to the three 
Magi, although these names are purely arbitrary. No one really 
knows the names, nor the number of Magi present let alone their 
gender. The story gives way too much speculation. At least today, I 
would like to think that the Magi, whatever their number were ra-
ther eccentric in their ways- they give up their routines in order to 
chase a star and a possibility.  
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  I can imagine their compatriots thinking they had all gone a little  
crazy if they were not downright foolish 
 
I like to think they were foolish. Fools for Christ is a theme that  
Paul takes up in his letters. This faith we practice is foolish in the  
eyes of the world. Give up our wealth to serve the poor? Welcome  
the immigrant and the stranger? Give up our cloak to cover the  
cold and naked? Share and share again from our abundance?  
Live life through grace and not judgment. Lose your life in order  
to gain it? Maybe even follow a star in the sky and hope against  
hope that God will be there at the end of the journey? 
 
Of course, God is with us as we begin our journey in this life and  
with us every step of the way. It is no surprise that God will be  
with us at the end of our journey. 
 
Join me in the Pastor’s Study Thursday January 8th and the 15th 

as we look at the stories from Jesus early life- brief as they may be. 
And may God’s love be revealed to you all anew this day and 
every day. 
 
Blessed Epiphany, 
Pastor Barry+  
 
 

Reflections from Pastor Barry– Continue 
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Timothy was a native of Lytsra.  When Paul and 
Barnabas first visited Lystra, Paul healed a person  
crippled from birth, leading many of the inhabitants 
to accept his teachings.  When Paul returned a few  
years later with Silas, Timothy was already a  
respected member of the Christian congregation, as  
were his grandmother and his mother. 
 
Timothy became St. Paul's disciple, and later his constant 
companion and co-worker in preaching.  In the year 52, Paul and 
Silas took Timonthy along with them on their journey to  
Macedonia.  Timothy extols his zeal for the gospel forsaking his 
country, his house, and his parents, to follow the apostle, and 
share in his poverty and sufferings.  Timothy may have been  
subject to ill health or "frequent ailments." Paul encouraged  
him to "use a little wine for your stomach's sake." 
 
When Paul went on to  Athens, Silas and Timothy stayed for  
some time at Beroea and Thessalonica before joining Paul at 
Corinth.  Paul send Timothy back to Thessalonica to enquire 
about the community's continued faith, reporting back that it  
was in good shape. 
 
Timothy was with Paul in Corinth during the winter of 57-58. It  
was here that Paul dispatched his Letter to the Romans.  Timothy 
was with Paul in Macedonia just before Passover in 58: he left 
the city before Paul, going ahead of him to await Paul in Troas. 
In the year 64, Paul left Timothy at Ephesus, to govern the church. 
 
Timothy relationship with Paul was close.  Paul wrote to the 
Phillippians while he was in prison and awaiting martyrdom, he 
summoned his faithful friend Timothy for a last farewell. 
 
Timothy is venerated as an apostle, saint, and martyr, Timothy 
commemorated by the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
on January 26. 
 
 
 
 

Voices of the Saints 
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Voices of the Saints 

Silas was a leading member of the Early Chris-
tian community who accompanied Paul the Apos-
tle on his second missionary journey. Silas preached 
with Paul and Timothy to the church in Corinth  

Silas and Judas were selected by the church elders to  
return with Paul and Barnabas to Antioch following 
the Jerusalem Council. Silas and Judas were leaders among the 
brothers, prophets and encouraging speakers. It was during the 
second mission that he and Paul were imprisoned briefly in Philippi. 
There an earthquake broke their chains and opened the prison door. 
Silas is thus sometimes depicted in art carrying broken chains. 

Silas and Timothy travelled with Paul from Philippi to Thessalonica 
where they were treated with hostility in the synagogues. The har-
assers followed the trio to Berea, threatening Paul's safety, and caus-
ing Paul to separate from Silas and Timothy. Paul travelled 
to Athens, and Silas and Timothy later joined him in Corinth.  

Saint Silas is celebrated in the Calendar of Saints of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America on January 26   

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Early_Christian
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paul_the_Apostle
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Berea_(Bible)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Athens
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Evangelical_Lutheran_Church_in_America
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      Social Ministry Corner 

Past Events 
 

 

  
 
 
Operation Christmas Child Update 
 
Our boxes have started their journey! 
The following are the countries receiving our boxes this year. If  
we get additional information we will add to this list.  Please  
continue to pray for children who will receive these gifts. 
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Current Events 
 

We will continue to collect warm gloves, hats, 

scarves, and socks for children and adults 

throughout the month of January.  Donations 

can be placed on the mitten tree in the narthex.  

These items will be delivered to local agencies 

and schools. Adult items will be taken to the  Bethlehem Emer-

gency Shelter when we serve our meal on  January 17th. 

 
Saturday January 17th is our next  

night to serve at the shelter. 
 
 

Volunteers will be needed to donate  
food, prepare the meal, serve the meal, clean 
up, and serve as shower monitors.   
Prep Meal & Kitchen for service shift—3pm 
to 5pm 
Serve Meal and Clean up shift—5pm to 
8:30pm 

Female Shower Monitor– 2 shifts— 5pm to 7pm, 7pm to 9:15pm 
Male Shower Monitor– 2 shifts— 5pm to 7pm, 7pm to 9:15pm 
 
If you are interested in helping by donating items or filling a shift 
at the shelter contact Linda Reese 610-704-9444 or Jeanine Sieg-
fried 610-392-3274. 

 

 

 

                                          

 

Social Ministry Corner 
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      Social Ministry Corner 

 

  Upcoming Events 
 
Sunday, January 11th– Social Ministry Meeting following the 
worship service 
 

 
 
Sunday, February 9th– Souper Bowl 
of Caring Luncheon during 
fellowship hour 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Saturday, March 28th-Bethlehem 
Emergency Sheltering Meal 
 

     
 
 

 
                  
 
 
 

       .  
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Finance Page 

                                                            
                                            

CHURCH FINANCE PAGE 
 
    Operating Fund Report 
 
Below is comparison of Operating Fund income and expenses through  
November for 2024 and 2025: 
 
         2024                        2025
   
Operating Income               $   154,751   $187,302 
   
  
Operating Expenses   ($ 245,332) ($230,471)
  
     

Net Difference   ($  90,581) ($  43,169) 
 

Preschool Income   +$  64,514 +$ 64,700 
 
 Net Difference   (-$ 26,067) +$ 21,531 
 
Operating Fund Balance November 30 $  243,205 $ 269,981 
 
Property Maintenance Fund Balance $   20,097 $   10,993 
 
 
   2025 END OF YEAR CONTRIBUTIONS 
 
Any contributions to be credited to the 2025 calendar year must be received 
at the church no later than Sunday January 4, 2026 in order to be credited on 
your 2025 financial statement.  Contributions received after that date will be 
credited to 2026. 
 
 



                  

 

 10 

 

 

 

  
Birthdays for January 
1-Mary Elizabeth Bozzelli 
1-Ryan Siegfried 
3-Devon Green 
6-Carol Sule 
7-Ed Acevedo 
11-Andrea Spangenberg 
14-Tracey Beam 
14-Melissa Phillips 
17-Cheryl Hosfeld 
19-Michelle Smith 
25-Janet Spangenberg 

 

 
Anniversaries for January 
 

 
25-Brooks and Michelle Smith 

Kathy Bielinski        Lisa Levick 
Kym Ohmacht          Eleanor Harte  
Helene Longacre 
Charles Bluder 
Gordon Maule 
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If you get up on Sunday morning and your road is  
covered in snow or ice and 

 you are wondering if we have Worship Service, 
 please check WFMZ Channel 69 for update. 

  You can also check our Facebook page or our web page 

for an update 

We are collecting breakfast bars for a local  
elementary school. 

 We will have a bin in the Narthex 
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We have a Bulletin Board  
next to the 

Resource center 
Please check out the activities 

 in our neighborhood. 
If you would like to add to board, please put in the 

office. 

.  
Come join us for Fellowship on  

Thursday, January 22  
at 9:30am 

at 418 3rd Ave 
Bethlehem, Pa 18018 
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             Narthex Donation Containers: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Kenya Health Care Initiatives collecting school sup-
plies, like pens, pencils, crayons, scissors, colored pen-
cils and all type of flash cards. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Christmas Shoebox Collecting toys, clothing, stuffed 
animals, personal care and school supplies that are small 
enough to be packed in a shoebox.  
 

  
 

 

 
 

Food Cart to benefit West Bethlehem, Emergency 
Food Pantry Nonperishable food items such as canned 
soups, fruit, vegetables, peanut butter, jelly rice, cereal, 
mac & cheese. 
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Choir 
Worship Assistants 
Finance Committee 
Property Committee 

Social Ministry Committee 
Shared Ministry Committee 

Christian Education 
Evangelism Committee 

Worship  & Music Committee 
Frank & Marilyn Eckley 

Church Council 

 

 Thank you, Volunteers 
We are Incredibly grateful to God for you and your  
loving service to this Church and the community. We 

want to know that your work has not gone  
unnoticed.  God bless you for your generosity and 

thank you for being a blessing to others. 
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 Altar Care:  Bonnie Gerber 

Worship 
Service 

     

Jan 4 
10:45am 

 
Jackson 
Raab 

Ron & Mary Jo 
Reed 
Suzanne Bachman 
Ed Acevedo 

Ron Reed Ron & 
Mary Jo 
Reed 
 

Linda & Evan 
Reese 

Jan 11 
10:45 am 

Maddy  
Zuber 

Ron Hari 
Aiden Hanley 
Todd Siegfried 
Ed Acevedo 

Evan Reese Joan Neff Ed & Sandy 
Acevedo 
 

Jan 18 
10:45 am 

Brody  
Zuber 

Ron & Mary Jo 
Reed 
Jeanine Siegfried 
Maddy Zuber 
 

Ed Acevedo Joan Neff Sandy  
Beahm 

Jan 25 
10:45am 
 

Maddy  
Zuber 

Ron & Mary Jo 
Reed 
Kim Bluder 
Scott Albanese 

Brody  
Zuber 

Ron & 
Mary Jo 
Reed 

John &  
Donna 
Pierog 

             January 2026 
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CHURCH STAFF 
 Pastor: Rev. Barry J. Harte                                 
 Secretary: Christine  Baylor  

 

CHURCH COUNCIL 
   Suzanne Bachman                  610-428-7021           suzbach756@aol.com 
 Kim Bluder– VP 610-888-0365 kimberlybluder@gmail.com 
 Pam Hartzell 610-865-2648 psh726@verizon.net 
   Rich Israel 484-894-3345 rwisrael@outlook.com 
   Denise Lopez–  President 610-462-1278 dlopez76@ptd.net 
 Mary Jo Reed-Secretary 610-867-6276 reed2x@ptd.net 
   Linda Reese 610-704-9444 the-reeses@rcn.com 
    Craig Spangenberg 484-767-3384 jlspangenberg@juno.com 
   Todd Siegfried 610-392-8940 jtsiegfried@msn.com 
    

CHURCH COMMITTEES 
  

 Christian Education 
  Suzanne Bachman (Chair), Bonnie Gerber, Michelle Hoysan, Carla Perry,     
  Bev Carson.  

 Evangelism 
  Suzanne Bachman,  Bonnie Gerber, Pat Handlovic , Dennise Lopez (Chair), 
        Joan Neff       
 Finance 
  Kim Bluder, Tom Hartzell (Chair, Treasurer), Mike Hosfeld, Michelle    
        Hoysan, George Klose, Charles Miller, Ron Reed, Barbara Seifert- 
        Sigmon , Mary Jo Reed 
 Property 
  Ed Acevedo, Dwayne Gaumer, Pam Hartzell (Chair),  Linda Reese,  
  Todd Siegfried, Craig Spangenberg, Joann Spangenberg. Herb  
        Shellenberger 
 Shared Ministry 
    Bonnie Gerber, Todd Siegfried, Lauren Morton , Mike Hosfeld (chair) 
 Social Ministry 
  Suzanne Bachman, Kathy Bielinski, Kim Bluder, Bonnie Gerber,  
  Pat Handlovic,  Jeanine Siegfried, Joan Neff,  Linda Reese 
    Worship & Music 
  Sandra Beahm, Kathy Bielinski, Cheryl Hosfeld (Co-Chair), Mike Hosfeld,  
  John Phillips Jr (Co-Chair), Evan Reese, Linda Reese, Mary Jo Reed,      
  Jeanine  Siegfried. 
 

St Stephen's Evangelical Lutheran Church 
67 W Washington, Bethlehem, PA 18018  610-865-0601 

www.ststephensbethlehem.org 

 
Organist: John Phillips Jr 
Sexton: Shawn Barger 


