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Reflections from Pastor Barry 

Dear Friends at St. Stephen’s, 
 

 Lent is upon us. The days are wet and damp. 
Spring is very much in the air for the moment. As 
much as I do not want the snow and ice, I do miss 
something of winter. March can always be a most un-
predictable month. Of course, time will tell, it always does.  
 In our corner of Pennsylvania the Season of Lent seems a bit out of place. 
Lent is a desert time, a time of dryness and growing thirst. Jesus is in the wilder-
ness and tempted there by the devil. A woman with a questionable past goes 
out to a well where Jesus is waiting for someone to draw some water. Living 
water is a theme we hear about this season. Baptism is again remembered - as 
we are to remember that Baptism daily in our lives. We will hear of Nicodemus 
attempting to figure out how one can be born again. In this cycle of readings, 
we hear how even from the dryness of the grave, Lazarus is called forth into the 
land of the living again - at least for the time being. We are invited to journey 
together this Lenten season. To gather around Word and Sacrament. To hear 
God’s Word. To prepare with anticipation to again celebrate the mysteries of 
Easter and the resurrection.  
 Please join us as you are able, in person or on Facebook for this Lenten 
journey. The Holy Spirit will guide us, no GPS needed! Like time always tells us -
the Holy Spirit always leads us - even forth in joy until that day we all rejoice in 
the presence and power of God. 
 
Traveling mercies, 
Barry  
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This Month’s Celebrations 

An Early Start to Spring Cleaning 
  

 Although Lent starts early this year, before spring 
appears in many areas, it's an appropriate time for 
spring cleaning. Indeed, Lent comes from old German 
and English words for "spring." So, while it might be 
too soon to open windows or hang clothes on the line, now is ideal for some 
spiritual spring cleaning. 
 Lent calls us to examine our beliefs, confess and dispose of old grudges and 
selfish habits, dust off our Bibles for a new routine of study and prayer, air out 
our hearts and brighten up our attitudes. "Lent cleaning" lets the Holy Spirit 
freshen our faith—and it's never too early for that. 

Birthdays 

4-Mar  Barbara Schussler 

4-Mar  Jeanine Siegfried 

6-Mar  Lydia Siegfried Hughes 

9-Mar  Norma Benedek 

10-Mar  Alan Antry 

12-Mar  Loretta Dewalt 

18-Mar  Mildred Mathews 

21-Mar  Nancy Hawk 

21-Mar  Dorothy Yeakel 

23-Mar  Ray Bauder Jr 

23-Mar  Don Schleicher 

27-Mar  Dennis Haring 

29-Mar  Kristine O'Brien 

31-Mar  Amanda Kovalchick 

Anniversaries 

16-Mar  Frank & Marilyn Eckley 

17-Mar  Craig & Joann Spangenberg 

27-Mar  Gerald & Julianna Seyfried 

30-Mar  Richard & Denise Lopez 
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Comparison of the Operating Fund 
January 2022 and 2023 

     2022     2023 

Operating Income  $    12,035  $    17,724 

Operating Expenses - $      8,327 - $    11,095 

Net Difference + $      3,708 + $      6,629 

Property Maintenance Fund Balance as of 1/31/23 $    20,175 

Church Finances 2022 Recap 
 

     The year 2022 will prove to be unique in St. Stephen's financial history. It 
was unlike any year experienced by the church and unlikely to be repeated. 
The combination of a record turnover from the preschool and the lack of a 
full-time pastor resulted in income outpacing expenses by $122,000. 
     Thanks to all members and friends who have maintained or increased 
their giving over the past few years. St. Stephen's and the Finance Com-
mittee need your continued support. Church expenses are expected to re-
turn to normal pre-Covid levels in 2023, including the costs associated with 
a full-time pastor. 

Thrivent Choice—March 31 deadline 
 

     If you are a Thrivent policy holder and have 
accumulated Choice Dollars for 2022, you must 
direct these dollars by March 31, or lose the op-
portunity to donate your 2022 dollars. If you have 
directed your Choice Dollars to St. Stephen's in 
the past, please check the Thrivent website or call your local representative 
to direct your dollars to St. Stephen's. You may also contact Tom Hartzell for 
assistance—610-216-2636. 
     Additionally, Thrivent has a program for policyholders providing $250 for 
fundraising opportunities in the church or community. Each policyholder is 
permitted two projects per year. Several church members have completed 
simple projects and earned $250 to match or enhance church projects. If 
you are a Thrivent policyholder, contact your agent, Tom Hartzell or Linda 
Reese to learn more about this special program. 
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Dear Members of St. Stephen's Church: 
 
 The Board of Directors of Lutheran Manor of the Lehigh Valley, 
Inc., on Thursday, January 26, 2023, voted unanimously to honor The 
Rev. Werner M. Koch for his dedicated service to Lutheran Manor and 
its residents. 
 Pastor Koch faithfully served on our Board of Directors as direc-
tor, president, and chairperson of our Nominating Committee. In addi-
tion, he frequently volunteered to minister to the residents through 
leading worship when requested. Pastor Koch was a strong proponent 
of Lutheran Manor's mission and ministry of affordable housing to sen-
ior citizens. 
 Our Board of Directors feels that an appropriate gesture of 
gratitude for Pr. Koch's service to Lutheran Manor and for St. Stephen's 
willingness to share his ministry with us over 44 years would be to hon-
or him in a special way. As such, a check has been issued to St. Ste-
phen's in the amount of five thousand dollars ($5,000) as a gift to St. 
Stephen's for use as the congregation deems fitting for its ministry. 
 On behalf of the Board of Directors I extend our appreciation 
for Pr. Koch's 44 years of involvement and for St. Stephen's Church sup-
port and partnership in our ministry of senior housing since 1971. 
 We pray for God's blessing on our shared partnership for years 
to come. 
 
Very sincerely yours in Christ, 
Raymond C. Hittinger 
President, Board of Directors. 



PAGE 6                   St. Stephen’s E.L.C., Bethlehem, The Voice of St. Stephen’s—March 2023 

Spaghetti Dinner—February 11, 2023 
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Spaghetti Dinner—February 11, 2023 
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Lenten Dramas return to St. Stephen's for the five Sundays in Lent.  
Each drama is based on the Gospel reading for the day. In this cycle of the 

church year, many Gospel readings come from the Gospel of John  
and they are among the longest recorded conversations with Jesus.  

Please be sure to join us on Sunday mornings, in person or via Facebook.  
Come and journey with the us to the cross. 

Lent 1—February 26—Stones to Bread? 
Gospel: Romans 5:12-19 
In the wilderness there is a conversation between Jesus 
and the Devil. 

Lent 2—March 5—Born Again? 
Gospel: Romans 4:1-5,13-17 
Nicodemus comes by night to visit with Jesus. 

Lent 3—March 12—Living Water? 
Gospel: John 4:5-42 
A Samaritan woman goes to the well and finds Jesus there. 

Lent 4—March 19—He Was Blind, Wasn't He? 
Gospel: John 9:1-41 
And then there was sight! Jesus gives sight to a blind man. 

Lent 5—March 26—The Dead Stay Dead? 
Gospel: John 11:1-45 
Lord, he stinketh! Lazarus is raised from the dead. 
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Lenten Opportunities on Zoom 

ZOOM  is an internet application that is a very convenient way to have a 
meeting with up to 40 people. The free version gives us about 45 
minutes of air time. On your SMART PHONE OR YOUR COMPUTER go to 
ZOOM.US, sign up for free, download the application and follow the 
instructions to set up the application. If you need help setting it up, 
please call or email Pastor Barry. It may take a few times to get used to 
Zoom, but the benefits of being able to visit with one another and enjoy 
some conversation are worth it! Many people got through the isolation 
of COVID on Zoom. 

Night Prayer is coming to St. Stephen's for the season of Lent and is 

said at the close of the day. You will receive an email earlier in that day 
which will contain a link to our meeting. A few minutes before the ap-
pointed time, just click on the link and you will be allowed to enter the 
Zoom room. We will meet around 8:55pm on Zoom, greet one another, 
and then the brief order of prayer will be said (and sung!) beginning at 
9:00pm. The prayers last about ten minutes. It really is a lovely way to 
end your day and have a few minutes to share with one another.  
All Night Prayer sessions are on a Tuesday night: February 28, March 4, 
March 14, March 21, and March 28. 

Enrique's Journey, Sonia Nazario 
Please join Pastor Barry for a discussion of this 
book on Thursday, March 23, at 7:00pm on Zoom. 
A work of non-fiction, the book follows a young 
man's journey form Honduras in search of his 
mother who had already made the journey to the 
United States seeking a job to support her hungry 
family in Honduras. The discussion around immi-
gration, especially across our southern border, is a 
difficult and complicated one. Enrique's Journey is 
one piece of information in this conversation. We 
take all sorts of journeys through our lives. Lent is a particular time in 
the life of the church when we journey in faith to the cross. Whether or 
not you have read the book, please join our conversation on March 23. 
The book is available in book stores and online. 
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Jesus Was A Man 
by Mike Willis, editor of Truth Magazine 
 
One of the earliest heresies in the church was Gnosticism—a system of doctrine 
which ultimately denied the humanity of Christ. Were it not so serious, one 
could almost be amused at the distortions which have been preached relative to 
Jesus Christ. The first century denied His humanity; the twentieth century de-
nies His deity. Thus, man has tried both ends of heresy. Yet the truly Biblical 
doctrine is that He was fully and uniquely God as well as being perfectly human. 
 
Sometimes we so emphasize the deity of Jesus that we neglect the fact that He 
was a man. The fact that He became a man is important for the following rea-
sons: 
 
1. His humanity qualified Him to die for us. Jesus is described as our mediator. 
Paul said, "For there is one God, and one mediator also between God and men, 
the man Christ Jesus." A mediator must be able to represent the positions of 
both of the parties which, though presently alienated, seek reconciliation. As a 
divine person, Jesus was more than qualified to represent God; as a man, He 
was qualified to represent humanity. Thus, the purpose for the incarnation of 
Jesus Christ was that He might be qualified to be our mediator and, thus, able to 
die for us. The author of Hebrews said, "Therefore, when He comes into the 
world, He says, 'Sacrifice and offering Thou 
has not desired, but a body Thou hast pre-
pared for me; in whole burnt offerings and 
sacrifices for sin Thou hast taken no pleas-
ure. Then I said, Behold, I have come (in the 
roll of the book it is written of Me) to do Thy 
will, O God'." The body of Jesus was given to 
Him in order that He might accomplish the 
work of God—namely, to die for us. 
 
2. The humanity of Jesus enabled Him to un-
derstand the nature of our problems. Again, the author of Hebrews wrote, 
"Since then the children share in flesh and blood, He Himself likewise also par-
took of the same. Therefore, He had to be made like His brethren in all things, 
that He might become a merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to 
God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people. For since He Himself was 
tempted in that which He has suffered, He is able to come to the aid of those 
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who are tempted." Again, he said, "For we do not have a high priest who can-
not sympathize with our weaknesses but one who has been tempted in all 
things as we are, yet without sin. Let us therefore draw near with confidence to 
the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and may find grace to help in 
time of need." 
 
There are two conclusions which result from this fact which I want you to no-
tice: (a) Jesus is able to understand our problems and thus sympathize with the 
faithful; and (b) Having gone through life on 
this earth, Jesus is qualified to recognize an 
excuse when He hears one. No one will be 
able to say to God on the day of judgement, 
"You just do not know what it is like down 
there on earth." Our Judge, Jesus Christ, does 
know what it is like down here. 
 
3. The humanity of Jesus made it possible for Him to give us the perfect exam-
ple. Peter wrote, "For you have been called for this purpose, since Christ also 
suffered for you, leaving you an example for you to follow in His steps." Jesus 
has shown us the kind of life which pleases God and told us to imitate it. 
Although the doctrine of the deity of Christ is important and perhaps has been 
the object of more of our preaching, the doctrine of the humanity of Christ is 
also important. For this reason, John said that anyone who denied the humani-
ty of Jesus was the anti-Christ. Practically, the fact that Jesus became a man 
makes it easier to approach the throne of grace in prayer. 

Jesus Was A Man, contd. 
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Easter Flowers 
The plants will be displayed in the chancel on Easter Sunday, 

April  9. You may take your plant after the service, or make 

arrangements with the church office to pick up your plant. 

Every plant will be labeled for easy identification. 

ORDER DEADLINE — SUNDAY, MARCH 12 

Order forms are available in the narthex, 
or call/email the church office to order plants. 

$8.00 — LILIES 

White—6" pot with 4” bloom 

$7.00 — TULIPS 

Purple, Yellow, or Pink 
 6" pot with 5 bulbs 
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ELCA Good Gifts  
A creative, meaningful way to support ELCA ministries in 77 countries. 

As members of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America,  
we believe that God's love in Jesus is a gift.  

ELCA Good Gifts is just one way you can share that love with others. 
 

Choose from more than 50 gifts that grow the church, fight hunger and 
transform lives. The cost of the gifts range from $10 for a mosquito net  

to $2,250 for tuition for one semester at seminary.  
 

Catalogs are available in the narthex or online at www.goodgifts.elca.org,  
or contact the church office to order a gift. 

Featured ELCA Good Gift 

Feed a refugee family: one week, $50; one month, $200 
 

From managing some of the world's largest refugee camps to leading 
resettlement efforts, Lutherans are known for their active role in the lives of 

refugees. While refugee camps shelter people who have fled their homes due 
to war and violence, food supplies are among the most critical means to help 

families stay healthy after a long, dangerous journey to safety. 



St. Stephen’s E.L.C., Bethlehem, The Voice of St. Stephen’s—March 2023  PAGE 15              

Altar Care: Michelle Hoysan 

March 2023 
St. Stephen’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Worship 
Service 

     

March 5 
10:45am 

Communion 

Elizabeth 
Lopez 

David & Bev 
Carson 

Ed 
Acevedo 

Denise 
Lopez 

Denise 
Lopez 

RoseAnn 
Palsi 

March 12 
10:45am 
Regular 

Brody Zuber 
Maddie 
Zuber 

Kim Bluder 
Linda 
Reese 

Pat 
Handlovic 
Lisa Levick 

March 19 
10:45am 

Communion 

Elizabeth 
Lopez 

Ron & Mary 
Jo Reed 

Ron Reed 
Jeanine 

Siegfried 
Ron Hari 

March 26 
10:45am 
Regular 

Brody Zuber 
Pat 

Handlovic 
Kathy 

Bielinski 
Ed 

Acevedo 

Pam Frantz 
Michelle 
Hoysan 

USHERS 

LAY READER FELLOWSHIP 

ACOLYTES 

COUNCIL GREETER 

Everybody can be great. Because anybody can serve. You don't have to 
have a college degree to serve. You don't have to make your subject 
and your verb agree to serve … You don't have to know the second  

theory of thermodynamics in physics to serve. You only need a heart 
full of grace. A soul generated by love.— Martin Luther King, Jr. 
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